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At the turn of the last century as we moved into the third millennium there 
were great celebrations. More were to follow in December 2000 when we 
celebrated the beginnings of the first Anglican churches here. The first 
services on Huntsbury Hill in the home of The Revd William Willock — a 
sod house called Opawaha Cottage, were among the earliest in the whole 
Province of Canterbury. As the present Parish of St Martins celebrates 
the 150" Anniversary of these earliest services, the whole Diocese of 
Christchurch, with now over 150 churches, celebrates with you! 


We find ourselves in a very different context from 1853, but the Gospel 


remains the same. May God give us strength and wisdom to proclaim it in 
the decades ahead. 


Bishop David Coles 
Bishop of Christchurch 
July 2003 
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Preface ts 

With this year’s celebration of 150 years of worship in St Martins 
area | have been moved to put together a few notes that may be of 
interest to all our friends at St. Anne’s and the many people who 
have been involved over the years in so many ways with helping to 
bring our Church to what it is today - a wonderful place of worship 
and a centre for bringing the whole community together. 


When considering this project | had no intention of rewriting Eric 
Dash’s history, which is a monument to his dedication, but only 
complementing it with a few notes on some aspects of the story of 
St. Anne’s and thoughts contributed by others. This | hope will 
bring the history of St. Anne’s up to the present as well as opening 
up some associations with the past. 


| acknowledge the contributions of the last five vicars of our Parish; 
Revs. Michael Cocks, Colin Tonks, Fred Glover, Simon Ballantyne, 
and Chris and Kate Carey-Smith, who have compiled valuable 
views on the times that they were and still are with us. I also 
acknowledge the help | have received from many people who have 
helped with reminiscences and particularly Russell Lear for his 
help with the book and obtaining contacts. | acknowledge 
assistance from my family with computing and proof reading. 


Mr. Gordon Ogilvie deserves special acknowledgement for his help 
and allowing the reproduction of some sections from his book, 
“The Port Hills of Christchurch”. 


For this task | have to acknowledge the research help that | have 
been given by Jane Teal at the Anglican Centre. 


Information has been sourced from the following. 
Dash, Eric The Anglican Church in St Martins (1979) 
Fox, F.J.A. A Short History of St Mark’s Church, Opawa, (1965) 


Ogilvie, Gordon The Port Hills of Christchurch A.H. and A.W. Reed 
(1973) 


St. Anne’s St. Martins Vestry Minute Books held in the 
Christchurch Anglican Diocesan Archives Ref. PAROO61, and at 
St. Anne’s St Martins. St. Anne’s St Martin’s Parish, 
correspondence relating to the building of the Church PAROO61: 
Parish Boundary Research Folder, Christchurch Anglican 
Diocesan Archives. 


The Macdonald Dictionary of Canterbury Biographers, The 
Canterbury Museum Library. 


Earliest Times. 


Opawa (including St Martins) was once part of the Parish of 
Heathcote which, embraced Opawa, Sumner, Woolston and 
Heathcote. ' 


Mr Gordon Ogilvie gives us a good picture of early associations of 
interest to our Parish in his book “The Port Hills of Christchurch” 


In Chapter 15 he says:- 


“In April 1850, shortly before the First Four Ships left England a 
large gathering of prospective colonists and their relations met in 
London. Twelve hundred people were present with Lord 
Lyttelton in the chair. This function was held in St. Martins Hall, 
London and this seems to be the most feasible explanation of 
how this suburb of St. Martins earned its name.” 


“Originally St. Martins was part of Opawa, a suburb deriving its 
name from Opawaha, the Maori name for the Heathcote River. 
Opawa was a low-lying area, actually a continuation of the 
Sydenham swamp.” 


St Martins began to acquire an importance of it own early on when 
it became a focal point for traffic wishing to cross the river at the 
only bridge linking it to the City (near the site of the present 
Wilsons Road Bridge). 


“A Short History of St Mark’s Opawa “ gives another reason for 
the busy times in an area remote from the future city centre. Many 
small craft braved the coastal bar at the estuary of the Avon and 
Heathcote Rivers and sailed up the Heathcote or were towed by 
horses to tie up near St. John’s Church, Woolston, below the point 
where the Radley Bridge now crosses the river. Many sailing 
masters lived in the district. There was a maritime atmosphere, 
with hopes that the estuary would be improved for shipping; but the 
piercing of the railway tunnel and extension of New Zealand’s first 
railway, Ferrymead to Christchurch dashed these ideas. 


‘ Fox page 4 
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Eric Dash in his book has told us that Anglican worship began in 
our area in 1853 with the Reverend William Wellington Willock 
who held services in his home.* 


More information regarding Willock is found in Gordon Ogilvie’s 
book, 


“The first European to settle in St. Martins was Rev. W. W. 
Willock who bought forty hectares (RS 11),in the valley of St. 
Martins in 1850 and sixteen more by 1872. Willock who arrived 
in the Randolph built a sod cottage at the foot of St. Martins Hill 
now called Huntsbury Hill, where the driveway of 52 Albert 
Terrace is located” “On Sundays, after his St. Martins service, 
Willock, who was nicknamed “The Iron Parson” would milk the 
cows and tramp all over the hills to Governors Bay and conduct 
a service there” 


The Macdonald Dictionary of Canterbury Biographers explains how 
he acquired his name of “the Iron Priest” on the Randolph. 
“Authority was to him everything, Charity and loving kindness took 
second place” 


In 1858 Bishop Harper appointed him to the cure of Papanui and 
Kaiapoi ...... The Kaiapoi church was the oldest Canterbury 
church. His scholarship, (he obtained the highest honours in 
maths at Cambridge) allowed him to take up various teaching 
pursuits. Willock died in 1882 in Christchurch. 


Elsie Close in her reminiscences of the area says “ | knew of the 
old sod building on Mr. Cunningham’s land in Albert Terrace, in the 
1920s. As children we enjoyed visiting it — climbing through the 
fence to “feel” the walls! It was used to store hay for Mr 
Cunningham’s horses. Later we learnt more. The Rev. 
W.G.Brittan used to call at our home to buy strawberries, after 
attending the Early Settlers’ Garden Party at Riverlaw on Dec. 16. 
He would sit on our verandah and talk to us of his early memories 
of the area. He was a 6 month old baby when his family arrived on 
the First Four Ships. As a lad in his early teens, he would 
accompany a group of Kaiapoi Maori who travelled down once a 
month, picking up young Will (Brittan) from his family home, and 
coming on to St. Martins. They would leave him to spend the night 
with the Rev. Willock, while they camped on the hillside opposite. 
They caught eels in the swamp which is now St. Martins Valley, 


* Dash page 3 


and put down a hangi in the hillside. Mr. Manning of Rapaki Rd. 
could tell us of the Maori artefacts he unearthed when he built his 
home. Next day they would proceed over the hill with the Minister 
and young Wiil, who was their organist for the portable organ 
carried on someone’s back. At Governors Bay, they held their 
service next day, doing the trip in reverse. He told us this story 
year after year and we never tired of it.” 


Churches and Sunday Schools were bulging in the closing days of 
the nineteenth century so it was not long before a church was built 
in the rapidly expanding suburb of Opawa in the year 1865, and 
much pressure was exerted to form a breakaway parish from 
Heathcote. Finally, after much controversy, Opawa became a 
parish in its own name on July 1, 1875. * 


This event was reminiscent of a similar time when The Parish of 
St. Martins became a separate parish from Opawa. (but this latter 
event was not marred by controversy). 


Buildings at St. Anne’s 


This section traces records of the buildings at St. Anne’s, and their 
story up to the present. 


Following the purchase of the section on which our buildings now 
stand in 1922 The first hall was built in (1924)°. Although this was 
extended by adding the present meeting rooms, holding church 
services, Sunday School and other activities became a space 
nightmare. There was a dire need for better facilities. 


The Chapel. 

The erection of the chapel (on the site of our present church) in 
4948 was a wonderful step in the right direction but it was soon 
apparent this was not enough.® In the late 1950s the need for 
increased accommodation at St. Anne’s became desperate. What 
would we think today if our Sunday School attendances increased 
to the extent that we could no longer accommodate the children 
who came along expecting religious teaching; But this is what the 
vestry of our mother church at St. Marks (on which we had three 
representatives) had to consider.’ 


The New Church and Hall 
In 1958 a new hall (our present new hall) was planned. 


“ Fox page 13 
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Mr Geoffrey Wood, a member of St Mark's Vestry, proposed a 
new church also. His confidence carried the day and a church 
foundation stone was laid on May 31, 1959. The architect for this 
fine building was Mr. J. K. Collins whose design caused some 
controversy among the diehards. This short description is given 
for the record. 


“St, Anne’s Church and Hall is a modified traditional design and 
is constructed in light brick coloured cavity Summerhill stone; the 
roof is of timber covered with aluminium alloy tile; the windows 
are rust-proofed steel, and it has a wooden floor. A 44ft. tower 
bearing a 9 ft. stainless steel cross makes the church a 
prominent landmark in St. Martins. The font and pews were 
transferred from the old church into the new to provide a link 
with the past. Morning sun shines through the cross-shaped 
14ft. x 7ft. window above the altar, and at night the light from 
the church shines through the window on to the street. There are 
three classrooms which extend in a westerly direction from one 
comer of the hall, and they have a flat roof covered with copper.” 
The original altar and altar rails were originally transferred (later 
replaced) 


The new St. Anne’s Church was consecrated during a service of 
Self Dedication on Sunday March 25, 1979. 


Mr. Geoffrey Wood gave many hours of his time to ensure the 
successful completion of the building work. It has been said that 
he visited the building site every day. 


Some facts and figures. 

In September 1958, building costs of the new church and hall were 
estimated at 14721 pounds. The total cost of was 16000 pounds of 
which 13000 pounds was loaned by the Church Property Trustees 
and the balance from “Parish funds’ ° 


The Vestibule 

The closing in between the Church and old hall came under 
serious consideration in 1968, soon after the church was built, but 
it was not until March 1982 that “the Vestibule” as it came to be 
called. became a reality. The total cost was estimated to come to 
$20000. (it finally cost $20655). $15000 of the cost to was to be 
met from the Partridge Estate legacy and the remainder of the 
legacy invested. 


® Fox page 39 
® Correspondence relating to building of the Church PAROO61 


Vicarage Enlargement 

In 1982 the arrival of a new vicar necessitated the enlarging of the 
vicarage to accommodate a family. Plans were drawn up and it 
was decided to build another bedroom and bathroom upstairs. 
The estimated cost of these extensions was $20000. 


Church Property Trustees gave a grant of $8000 and the balance 
was covered by a CPT loan of $8000. 


Both these projects became an involvement of the church 
community, carpenters, electricians and plumbers came to the 
rescue with labour. Bevan Small oversaw both these projects 
which necessitated many hours of dedicated work. 


Halls upgrade 

Although not recorded anywhere, an old plan turned up, dated to 
the 1960s giving consideration for the rebuilding of the old hall 
(now the kitchen). This plan lines a hall up to the new hall. With 
this rebuilt hall, good access to the new hall would have resulted. 
(It would seem that this consideration had decided the location of 
the double door to the hall which ended up to be an awkward 
position). 


Difficulty with access between the halls was at its worst when 
events were held in the new hall and one had to go through a 
meeting room and passage on different levels. The crisis came 
when the youth group, meeting once a week needed easy access. 
Vestry decided that there was a feasible option to this problem and 
on the grounds of a sketch plan applied for a Community Trust 
Grant, justified by the programme St. Anne's has for youth work. 
The $70000 applied for resulted in a amount of $10000 being 
granted. An estimate and working drawings and specifications 
were drawn up in July 2000 for a kitchen upgrade, a passage 
between the halls plus a new entrance door and ramp at the North 
East corner of the new hall. 


A further application for a grant for the work to include also a 
complete upgrade of the old hall (kitchen) was applied for with the 
Lotteries Board. The application for $16400 was only partly 
successful ($6000). With the cost of the passage access being at 
$8217 and the kitchen upgrade $15130, our shortfall for even 
these two was $7350. 


19 Correspondence relating the building of the Church, PARO064 
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successful ($6000). With the cost of the passage access being at 
$8217 and the kitchen upgrade $15130, our shortfall for even 
these two was $7350. 


Then occurred one of those wonderful times when many came to 
the rescue by donating the cost of items and labour to enable the 
completion of the two sections of the upgrade. At the same time, 
the lowering of the kitchen ceiling and the supply of fluorescent 
lights became possible with the help of a further donation of 
$1500. 


Once again our church is embarking on the final step of the 
upgrading of the new access to the new hall and a ramp, estimated 
to cost $11500. 


For the overall project we are grateful to Murray Brown for advice 
and plan drawing. The project has been overseen by Jan Kitson 
with Neil Shewan acting as engineer. The builders were Contract 
Construction Ltd. 


Hall problems 

Leaking roof. Perhaps not as serious as today’s leaking buildings, 
nevertheless the cause of some concern for many years was leaks 
in the new hall roof. It seemed that some of the roof tiles had been 
damaged and needed replacement. After much research, a 
roofing firm was located which offered to solve the problem by 
replacing the worst effected tiles, (south east quarter), and at the 
same time replacing barge and facias in metal. The total cost of 
this work was $2000. 


The hall floor is to be sanded, repaired and polished in July 2003. 


Vicars of St. Anne’s 


Michael Cocks 1964 - 1970 

As far as actual “appointments” to St. Anne’s are concerned the 
first one specifically, to St. Anne’s is Michael Cocks who came to 
the Parish from Hinds as Curate to Reg. Williams, who was vicar at 
the time. Michael was accompanied by his wife Charlotte and 
three young daughters. Shortly after this, St. Anne’s became a 
Parish so that Michael became its first Vicar. 


Michael writes of the times being enviable for a clergyman. Church 
going was strong and increasing with a Sunday School role of 200 
and 60 or 70 in Bible Class plus a “huge” youth group on Friday 
nights. Michael writes of these Friday nights. 
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“It was actually acceptable for me to stop the noise and the 
dancing, to give some sort of Christian message. For five 
minutes | actually had their attention!! But it was the beginning 
of the end of those halcyon days, where churches were valued 
social centres for young people. Beginning of the end, because 
one night we were raided by | think the Opawa Youth Club. 
John Dawson was the leader of our group. | remember standing 
at the hall door wearing a Christian smile, and surrounded by a 
couple of police and their dogs.” 


Edith Coursey remembers the time well “The dances were the idea 
of Canon Bob Low, who had great success with young people's 
dances at St. Barnabas.” 


Other groups mentioned by Michael were a study group “where 
several of us explored faith, science and mysticism” and women’s 
groups who were strong and faithful and “as usual did much to 
finance the church.” 


Colin Tonks1970 — 1979 
Our years at St. Annes 


“We arrived at St. Anne’s in January 1970 to spend nine years in 

what was the most stimulating parish that we were ever involved 
with. Two memories stay with me from our first month in the 
parish. The first was the sight of a young girl suffering from spina 
bifida struggling up the aisle on two sticks to the Communion rail. | 
was sitting in the congregation that Sunday for the induction had 
not yet taken place. The other was the car accident that my 
younger sister was in, when she suffered brain damage as a 
passenger without a seat belt. We were confronted very soon with 
the fact that life can be pretty tough at times for all people. 


One of the most encouraging things about St. Anne’s was that in 
the seventies there were a good number of families with children in 
the same age group as ours. From our perspective we were there 
at the right time. The unique fact for us was that not only was Mum 
there with the kids, but that Dad was also there. All age groups 
were well represented in the congregation. It was a sign of the 
times. 


A very positive spin off was that when it came to running things like 
Family Camps there were men and women with the ability and the 
energy to run them well. We went to Pudding Hill a couple of 
times. Who will ever forget the second camp there, when it rained 
from beginning to end ? The next year we did not even consider 


11 


going back, but went to Raincliff, near Pleasant Point. A far better 
site, even if it took longer to get there. Those camps stand out in 
my memory after 25 years. They were wonderful. Great fun and 
great times of fellowship and learning together. We felt that it was 
a brief experience of what Jesus wanted His church to be. His 
people worshipping, working, learning and having fun together - a 
big family. 


As | look back | marvel at my temerity in taking the congregation 
through the Letter to the Galatians, the Letter to the Romans and 
the Sermon on the Mount. | am not sure if | would have the 
courage to do the same these days. Yet, | believe that there is 
great value in working through a book or a_ section of the Bible 
with a congregation. It obliges both the preacher and the people to 
face not only the attractive parts but also to the hard bits in God's 
Word. 


There were some thorny issues that came up during our years at 
St. Anne’s. Admission to Communion versus Confirmation for 
teenagers. And the New Zealand Liturgy or what the vicar thought 
the NZ liturgy ought to be. And could we have a cup of tea at the 
back of the church or would that offend some people . Some 
people were hurt, some were offended, some left. Most survived 
the bright or less bright ideas of the vicar. | confess that | did 
bulldoze some issues through. | was wrong about playing around 
with the liturgy. Quite a few clergy since have done the same 
thing, but it does not of necessity turn out to be better than what is 
written. | put my job on the line over Admission to Communion and 
would have resigned if | had been forced to keep on preparing 14 
and 15 year olds for confirmation. But change is not easy and for 
some it is downright impossible ! Some things | would have done 
differently. All of life is a learning curve. 


For us as a family there are many good things about our time at St. 
Anne’s. Most of my regrets are about my sins of omission and 
hurting people unnecessarily. That is why | am so glad that Jesus 
came; so that you and | could be forgiven. 


Fred Glover 1979 — 1982 
Change has been a continuing influence on the total life of the 
church for many years in the twentieth century. 


The momentum of change has increased throughout this period, 
driven by the scientific revolution. The means of travel have 
become more readily available particularly by western society, the 
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dissemination of news around the world, the arrival of space travel, 
the Atomic Age, the dawn of the genetic era, communication 
technology available to all, technology and scientific progress, all 
make their impact on daily life. New morality challenges arrive with 
frightening speed—drug abuse is present to all ages. Sexuality 
problems increase in complexity. 


The Church in its theology, its music, and worship has always 
known challenging new thought. New translations of the Bible keep 
coming to make the scriptures communicate better what the 
original writers were trying to say. 


In 1979 the Anglican Church was involved in re-writing its main 
service of Holy Communion to replace the one used in the Book of 
Common Prayer, dating from 1662. Its beloved King James 
version of the Bible (1611), known as the Authorised Version, was 
being superseded by the later versions. The Charismatic revival 
movement, stressing the power and importance of the Holy Spirit 
was entering the worship of Anglicanism. A new form of music, 
with new lyrics and spiritual impact, led by the new instruments in 
church worship, was gaining in popularity with the young, and in 
some older ones trying to stay with it. Microphones and amplifiers, 
overhead projectors to bring more visual impact, were coming into 
use. The Pentecostal Movement brought a revival in gifts of the 
Spirit, dramatically in speaking and singing in tongues. The 
practice of healing in the Church was recovering its place. 


There was a growing importance being given to the place of the lay 
members in church worship; so we began to see scriptures read, 
prayers led, the elements of Holy Communion being distributed, 
and some lay people preaching. 


in spite of all this new life and new directions there was a declining 
level of attendance at church services. Sunday was becoming 
used for recreational time, shopping etc. People were no longer 
feeling the need to, or desire to attend church, except on special 
occasions like baptisms weddings, funerals, and the celebration of 
Easter and Christmas. 


The attendance registers record for us the facts of these declining 
numbers. The numbers are crucial to the financing of church life 
maintained through stipendiary clergy, and the support of 
missionary endeavour overseas, and welfare work in our own city. 
The need for finance brought in the use of professional 
fundraisers, who provided stimulus to church giving for brief 
periods. 
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Sunday School attendance was declining. Youth Groups were 
more difficult to run and leaders toiled without much success to 
encourage them. 


The maintenance and improvement of church buildings was a 
constant concern to vestry members, and during 1981-1982 plans 
were made to provide an entrance lobby with toilet facilities joining 
the church to the church hall. This by and large was financed by a 
legacy left to St. Anne’s by F.S. and H.A. Partridge. The energy of 
Owen Dennis, Bevan Small and Jan Kitson were of immense 
importance in bringing this project to completion. 


The Vicarage had much work done on it to remove a damp 
problem, to improve kitchen and bathroom, to provide an extra 
window in the living room looking out on to the back garden. New 
carpeting was provided for the lounge and a bedroom. 


For me, St Anne’s was to be my last appointment before 
retirement. It was to be a welcoming congregation, and kind, and 
friendly. Except for a brief year away on retirement. | have 
remained a worshipping member of the congregation ever since. 


Rev. Fred and irs. loueg Glover 


Consecration of St Anngs Chureh 


March 25 1979 
By Bishop Rt. Rev. W.A. Pgatt 
(assisigd by Sarah Kitson) . 
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ot Anng’s Choir March 25, 1979 
Back row: 8. Nichols B. Small G. Rigby €.Connollg 
C. Sands J Kitson M lsidgard C. Tonks Canon Carson 
Middlg rwo: (cross) W. Coursgy €. Dash A. Rosanowski 
B.Bastion J. Dennis G. Rogers (partly hidden) 
front row: ®. Connolly J.Dodgshun H.Kitson | Plangard J. Newson 
H. Newson V. Schumacher Rev G. Lewis Bishop Pgatt. 


Rev. Simon Ballantyne 


The Cargy~Smith Pamilg 


Katz Tim Anna Rebekka Chris Josig 


TLL, pir 
The Sod Hlousg, Huntsbury, where Rev. Willock 
first preached in 5t Martins 


o 


SES ST er eerie ean ee wave 


Rev. William Wellington Willoek 
Piongegr elgrgyman 
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Simon Ballantyne 1981 —1998 
The Mad Vicar Looks Back 


it is with a certain degree of pride that | continue to acknowledge 
today my unofficial title of “The Mad Vicar of St Martins’. It was not 
long after my arrival at St. Anne’s in 1981 that the late Owen 
Dennis, a master in lateral thinking, devised the devilish plan of 
marooning the Vicar atop the bell tower in promotion of the annual 
fair. So in September 1982, with the help of the Fire Brigade, | 
ascended their rather long ladder to begin my sojourn for fifty 
hours. Creature comforts were in continuous supply from various 
sponsors and the Vicarage family attended to the more personal 
needs of my isolation. 


(NB We have included a footnote regarding Owen at the foot of 
Simon's article). 


So began a series of annual adventures over the next fifteen years 
or so, which included being buried alive, being suspended in a 
brand new BMW saloon hanging from a tall crane, rafting up the 
Heathcote River, and being locked up in a shipping container. All 
these ‘Stunts’, as they came to be known, lasted for fifty hours. | 
was much in demand by the media in those early days as they vied 
with one another to publish details of what might be the next 
adventure of the mad vicar of St Martins. At the very least we knew 
that the stunts were worth an additional thousand dollars towards 
the income of the annual fairs. 


The stunts brought me into contact with “Joe Everyman’, and his 
wife, and his children, for | was fortunate to acquire through those 
media stories, an image of ‘approachability’ that certainly had its 
reward in pastoral ministry opportunities in subsequent months 
following each media exposure. It was not my nature to preach 
“judgement and doomsday’ to all and sundry, though in the back of 
my mind when ever | met Joe Everyman was the question, “What 
does this person say of Jesus Christ?” Inevitably Joe would 
acknowledge Jesus to be a marvellous teacher and healer and so | 
would strive further to confront him with his need to acknowledge 
Jesus as “Lord”. 


That is after all, the fundamental question of our belief - “What do 
you say of Jesus?” A response, “He is my Lord and Master!” 
evokes the whole gamut of evangelistic ministry. The inevitable 
consequential challenge to such an admission must be, “If you say 
he is your Lord and Master, then what are you doing about it in 
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your life to show him that he is!” and opens up in turn a most 
wonderful opportunity for Christian ministry. 


The seventeen years of my time as Vicar of St Martins certainly did 
not see a colossal expansion of the Kingdom of God — nor did it 
see a contraction. People came and people went, but always a 
most wonderful core of committed Christians maintained a 
community at St. Anne’s within which the new comer could find a 
home, grow in faith, undertake responsibility, develop their own 
unique ministry, and make their contribution in service to the Lord. 


My most personal memories, not unnaturally, are to be found in the 
continual support of my wife, Di, in everything that we did. Fond 
memory too, was our own children’s progress through often hectic 
and turmoil teenage years in the vicarage, towards the 
establishment of themselves as independent adults. They have 
succeeded well, and though they might not admit it, much of their 
growth in personality, and personal faith, has the distinct mark of 
St. Anne's - St Martins upon them. 


Certain personalities, past and present, evoke very pleasant 
memories. The Dash’s dedication to both scripture and to the 
discipline of looking after the church grounds. Valmai Schumacher 
too, as treasurer in her rigorous application to church finances, and 
pastorally too by gently reminding the vicar from time to time of the 
“straight and narrow” pathway. Helga Newson with her enthusiasm 
for music, drama, and her relentless pursuit as Warden to see 
those things needing doing were done. Owen Dennis of course, 
not only for his stimulation and leadership with parish fairs, but as 
well for his wealth of clear thinking which greatly eased 
administrative procedures for me in the parish. Difficult to reflect 
upon personalities, because | could never mention them all, but to 
the peopie of St. Anne's, “Thank you — for your friendship, your 
service, and for your support.” 


It is sad though, to reflect now upon the changing face of our 
community and its standards. Gone are the times when the vicar 
could visit at will around the parish. Today concerns of propriety 
and moral safety demand appointments, open doors, chaperons, 
and meticulous record keeping, so much so, that the joy and 
spontaneous nature of random and impromptu parish visiting has 
almost completely disappeared from parish ministry. With it has 
gone the understanding of the local community minister, of any 
denomination, to be a spiritual and shepherding presence amongst 
the people. 
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God bless you ail. 
Simon, 3 May 2003. 
Footnote to Simon’s article. 


Owen Dennis had a mention in a book entitled “A Whack On The 
Side Of The Head” by Roger van Oech. The subject, “Avoid 
Ambiguity” sites Owen's vision for money raising for St. Anne's and 
the tireless efforts he put into many aspects of life in the Parish. 


Chris Carey-Smith 1998 — 


Millennium Ministry & Mission in St Martins 

“Sharing God’s Love in our Community” 

New Beginnings ... 

December 1998 began a new phase in the focus of St. Anne’s with 
the “short-term” appointment of Chris Carey-Smith as ministry 
leader. This has continued until the present with the involvement of 
his family and the joint ministry of Kate & Chris as Co-vicars. From 
1998, the ministry at St. Anne’s included a strong emphasis on 
ministry to young people with music, dance and drama being 
included in the 1998 Christmas services. 

1999 

An article in the local newspaper catching Chris’ vision for youth 
work provided the emphasis for the first of many interactive, theme 
based services, “Life with Attitude” for young people and their 
families. 


A Raft Race on the Heathcote River in February, provided the next 
impetus in reaching out into our community. This successful event 
attracted the attention of the City Council and was the first of many 
high-profile annual events. An after-school programme was also 
initiated as a way of connecting with local families. In response to 
issues in the local community for young people at a loose end, a 
Youth Centre was begun in October 1999 with financial support 
from the local City Council Community Board making possible the 
employment of a Youth Worker. 


The year was marked by a variety of service styles including 
theme-based community services, an Easter drama, a KidsFest 
service — “Jesus, the Triathlete’, Youth services, and a special 
Spring service. 


A new vision for ministry focussed on the ministry areas of: 
Worship, Fellowship, Nurture, Service, Outreach, Proclamation, 
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and we ran our first ALPHA course. It was great also to reinstate 
the St. Anne’s camp tradition which was held at Glenroy. To 
conclude the community focus for the year we pulled together a 
cast of 35 children, many from the local community to present a 
musical production of “Psalty’s Christmas Calamity” to a capacity 
audience in the church. 


2000 

This year a new informal service at 10.30 began with the aim of 
attracting younger people to a service with more contemporary 
Christian music and worship with a less traditional style. A 9am 
formal service continued for the majority of the parishioners. A 
Youth Alpha course was held early in the year and five young 
people as well as an 80 year old, were confirmed on Palm Sunday. 
The Easter story was enacted for the community in the 
supermarket car park, with two other local churches. 


The Raft Race this year was followed by a church service in 
Hansen Park the next morning, an exciting adventure. Many other 
interactive theme based services were held at 10:30. The KidsFest 
services and holiday programme were based around computers, 
internet & technology and a computer club was added to the Youth 
Centres flourishing activities. 


During 2000 a new home group was begun, a community men’s 
discussion group was initiated and a craft group begun with a 
Christmas theme. The year was rounded off with a community 
event called Images of Christmas which celebrated Christmas 
traditions from many cultures. 


2001 

Combined Churches events were a focus of this year. The River 
Day & Raft Race had 70 craft on the Heathcote River and included 
activities in Hansen Park after the race. Easter began with a 
progressive event on Maundy Thursday; An interactive Passover 
meal at St. Anne’s, followed by Easter display at Opawa Baptist 
and Foot-washing and the Last Supper at Opawa Community 
Church. We also enacted the Easter story in the mall. Later in the 
year a community concert was organised with 200 local 
performers and a large audience, followed by a combined 
churches service the next morning. 


The highlight of the year was a visit by 17 people from Trinity 
KidsFest holiday programme called Truth Trackers which attracted 
over 100 children. Also included in this week of activities was a 
performance on the Friday night and special services. 
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Our Pentecost Rainbow service with both congregations was a 
wonderful sign of new life. We developed detailed objectives 
including a focus on Youth Ministry. 


A Youth Leadership programme was run by the Youth Centre. 


A major building development was improved access between the 
hall and kitchen. 


Chris and Kate Carey-Smith were welcomed as joint ministry 
leaders in October 2002 . 


The River Day was a major event again this year. The Youth 
Centre was officially incorporated as a trust and became the St. 
Martins Community Youth Trust. Substantial grant funding was 
received from Community Trust which enabled an increase in paid 
Youth Work. Our facilities were upgraded and remodelled 
throughout this year with a new kitchen and lower ceiling being 
installed and significant redecorating being done. The difference 
this has made to the environment of the buildings is astounding. 


Early in the year many of the women from St. Anne's attended a 
women’s camp at Living Springs which motivated them to form a 
women’s home group which has met on a fortnightly basis. 
Leaders of the 10:30 service also met as a discipleship group. The 
KidsFest service this year was entitled Monsters | thINC and 
incorporated themes of many movies with a super-hero them, and 
of course the movie Monsters Inc. 


A new after-school programme, SchoolZout, began in term 2, 
based around Christian themes and including weekly craft projects 
for the children to complete. This has been very popular and 
quickly built up to an attendance of around 20 children from the 
local community. It was great to have the help of other people, 
young and older from St. Anne's. 


A positive Parish review occurred after visits by members of our 
Archdeaconry. The Community Concert was again a huge event 
with fireworks funded by St. Martins New World. 


We initiated a contemplative prayer group and morning retreats 
during Advent and Lent for small groups, to complement the 
regular worship at St. Anne’s. The family camp this year was held 
at the Old Vicarage in Governors Bay, with a ‘survival’ theme. 


The highlight of the year was the Christmas Carnival which 


included craft displays and demonstrations, performances and 
activities all with a Christmas theme. 
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This was a wonderful outreach into the community and included 
activities and displays based around Christmas from secular and 
Christian perspectives. The aim is to hold a Christmas Carnival 
event in this way every other year as an alternative to the annual 
St. Anne’s Fair. 


2003 

This year began by combining the two congregations, to 
encourage unity and acceptance of the new families who belong to 
St. Anne’s. This has been an interesting and challenging process 
which has resulted in an importance balance of worship styles. 


We have further developed our objectives which highlight worship, 
pastoral care, youth ministry and community links as a significant 
and integral aspects of the current ministry of St. Anne’s. 


There is a growing vitality among the people of St. Anne’s_ which 
reflects the growing need for churches to be more actively involved 
in ministry into the local community. It is also encouraging to see a 
greater sense of community awareness within the church. It will be 
intriguing to see how this growing awareness is sustained as the 
ministry of St. Anne’s continues during these challenging times for 
any church community. Certainly the need for lively Christian 
communities to be active in ministry into the community is a hard 
but important call as the body of Christ. 


Revs. Chris and Kate Carey-Smith. 


Incumbents at St. Anne’s, Pre Separation From Opawa 


Eric Dash in his book documented the names and some notes of 
incumbents who have been involved at St. Anne's from the earliest 
days." We have included below some further information 
regarding these, researched, from records held at the Anglican 
Centre and from interviews. 


Rev. J.F. Feron (Vicar of St. Marks 1936 — 1946) 

Mr. Feron’s ministry at St. Marks was involved with taking services 
at St. Anne’s at a time before the first church. Eric Dash has 
written how he was instrumental in outlining plans to move St. 
Anne's first church from Papanui.' 


An insight is given of the effort put in by early vicars ta serve both 
churches. “The vicar himself (Rev. Feron) cut quite a dash as a 
motor-car enthusiast, each Sunday after taking the 9.15 a.m. Holy 


"' Dash page 11 
"2 Fox page 5 
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Communion service at St. Anne’s church room (hall) at St. Martins, 
he used to bundle some 14 children into his 1937 model Chrysler, 
and race them over to St. Marks to start the Sunday School service 
at10a.m. When the service was over some volunteer used to run 
the children back to St. Martins. As can be seen, administering 
two churches without a curate kept Mr. Feron on the move.”*? 


Later the need for more assistance was realized by the 
appointment of a curate, Rev. R.O. (Reg.) Williams later 
Archdeacon Williams 1954 — 1963. 


The early 50s was a time of great growth in the area of St Martins, 
Murray-Aynsley and Huntsbury. Market gardens were giving way 
to new homes. Rev. Williams as vicar of the newly named Parish 
of Opawa — St. Martins became the impetus for church growth and 
had a great influence on the success of the Faith in Action Canvas 
in 1956, the fruits of which were the building of the new St. Anne's 
Church and hall. 


Rev.R.O. Williams was very attracted to the design of a new 
Catholic Church in St. Albans and the choice of design for St. 
Anne's new church was largely his influence. It was also his wish 
to orient the new Church North and South instead of East and 
West as at present, but a more conventional influence finally 
decided its present orientation. His view was the result of his 
experience preaching in the Hall, at a time when the old church 
had been removed and the new church was being built. He said 
that he kept more personal contact with the congregation this way. 


As Edith Coursey has expressed it. “The time of Reg. Williams 
ministry was a “wake up time” for members of the congregation’. 


Rev. John Branthwaite 

He was appointed as assistant priest to Opawa — St Martins from 
4957 to 1960 and was the first resident in the newly purchased 
vicarage 9 Wilsons Rd. Archdeacon Reg. Williams described 
John as an excellent preacher and great communicator. His 
training was at St John’s College Auckland. He had several 
appointments in the Southern part of the South Island including 
Invercargill, Waitaki and Queenstown, before coming to Opawa. 
He was appointed to Kensington-Otipua, South Timaru on leaving 
Opawa — St Martins. 


'S Fox page 22 
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Rev. Keith Dentith 

Keith came to St. Marks in 1955 as a Deacon. As Dash has said 
“he was by far the most active of these”. '* He placed great 
emphasis on getting around the parish and visiting the flock. “The 
History of St Marks Opawa” says this about him. “The human 
dynamo, who would literally make eight to twelve visits before 
breakfast worked for eight months at this rate until he died from a 
thrombosis. He built so well that for the first time there was talk of 
a separate life for St. Anne's’. © 


Vestry Notes 

Vestry minutes can give a wonderful insight into the way a church 
has worked in the past. It would not be prudent to elaborate on 
every detail but some brief notes on what was discussed and 
motions passed are interesting from today’s point of view. 


Reports have been omitted where already covered in other 
sections. 


Vestry minutes commenced at St. Anne’s from the time St. Martins 
became a parish in its own right. 

Beginnings. 

In the minutes of Sept 2 1962 Sub-committees formed were:- 
Magazine, Grounds, Building, Sidesmen, Hall letting, Sanctuary 
Guild and Young Adult Recreation. 


A report of 1963 gives 70 in the bible class. 
In 1963 vicarage alterations were considered. 


The vestry discussed questions re giving in 1964 “to give or not to 
give presented some difficulties and solutions. Some suggestion 
that church giving be regarded as “an insurance for after life’. 
Not giving, it was suggested indicated a “lack of awareness”. Later 
on in the year the vestry suggested that the “old problems 
remained. 500 families with 100 giving” presumably on envelope 
scheme”. What has changed? 


Annual church picnics were commenced in 1964. 
Men’s Fellowship saw its beginnings in September 1964. 
Guides use of the hall dates back to 1965. 


™ Dash page 11 
"8 Fox page 38 
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In 1965 a discussion on the cutting of church lawns was resolved 
by paying 40 pounds a year to a contractor ($250 by today’s 
values. ) 


In the same year, consideration was given to a “youth vestry”. 


In May of the same year the vestry consisted of Iris Munyard, 
Helga Newson, Eric Dash, Messrs. J Dawson, B. Hawke, |. 
Stapleton, B Wanty, L Wait. 


In the year 1966 attendances at St. Anne’s were Communion 
3314, family services 1634.Other attendances 3087, total 8035 an 
average of 114 per week. 


In 1967 Alan Tozer was elected Vicars Warden and Ken Jenson 
Peoples’ Warden. 


A choir report for 1968 said the choir was full! There were 4 male 
members.. 


St. Anne’s was expected to stand on its own feet when on June 
4968 the last of periodic grants were received from the Parish of 
Opawa. St. Anne’s total indebtedness was $22070 at the time. 


Vestry finishing meetings too late ! 

The length of vestry meetings were obviously a concern to 
members as a decision was made in June 1968 to limit any 
discussion to 20 minutes and if not resolved, passed on to a 
subcommittee. 


Vestry minutes over the years include many references to the 
organ. Many felt that the Livingstone Burg organ because of its 
many failures and “electronic” tone should be replaced with a pipe 
organ and this replacement almost happened in 1969 when a 
second hand pipe organ became available. The project went as far 
as discussing whether it could be accommodated in the space 
available. But with the church's indebtedness the project could 
not be considered. 

Picnics 

Church picnics were keenly attended in these days and there was 
always some effort to organise these events. Combining them with 
the Presbyterian Church at St. Martins proved very successful on 
some occasions. 


1971's vestry reported discussions on Church Union, Stewardship 
(attempts to increase pledges which averaged 87 cents per person 
per week) and exterior painting. 


In May of this year, 9 attended a youth camp. 
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Stewardship and balancing the books. 

Stewardship was very much to the fore in the years following 1970 
and almost every vestry minutes contained a report. In October 
1972 the number of families who made pledges was 102 and the 
total pledged was $106 per week. ($5512 annually) 


The question of finance figured as much in early days as it does 
now. There has always been a desire to “balance the books” and 
to this end there was a continuation of something “inbred” into 
every vestryperson since 1965, when Opawa St. Martins 
embarked on “Faith in Action”. (a p36 ). 


Sunday School at the time had 55 children enrolled. 


The Annual Meeting of 1974 reported a total indebtedness of 
$14329 being largely a loan from the Church Property Trustees. 
At the meeting Brian Weakley was elected Peoples Warden and 
Mr.G. Thompson, Vicar’s Warden. 


One year later, with indebtedness at $13339 concerns were 
expressed to the extent that a discussion on whether St. Anne’s 
embark on a Crompton Associates scheme (The Crompton 
scheme had its origins in Australia and enabled churches to raise 
money. } 


At the Annual meeting for 1978 Subcommittees formed covered 
Works, Rosters, Stewardship, Bible Class, Social, Grounds, 
Treasury, Secretarial and Magazines. 


A youth musical group had been formed and participated at 
services. 


Outreach to “Families on the Threshold” was established. 


The Partridge Legacy 
July 1978 St. Anne’s was the beneficiary of the estate of Mr. and 
Mrs. Partridge when $40680 was bequeathed to church funds. 


Discussion centred around what portion should be allocated to 
charity. $4068 was agreed to. $11300 was used to repay the debt 
to the Church Property Trustees. And the balance was invested 
and finally used on future projects and to provide an income from 
the remainder of the investments. 


March 1979 saw the writing on the wall for the end of gas supply in 
Christchurch but more importantly vestry was very concerned with 
the amount of condensation from the gas heaters. The necessity to 
change to electricity for church and hall heating became urgent. 
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Jan Kitson contracted to install this heating and associated extra 
switch boards and wiring. 


The Vestibule 

By 1981 St. Anne’s had a modern establishment but there was one 
thing lacking. One still had to face the elements when crossing 
from the church to the halls. The toilets also left a great deal to be 
desired, as a trip to these necessitated one facing the elements as 
well, as they were situated on the south side of the new hall. 


A proposal to make two bites at the cherry was muted in the 
August 1981 meeting. It was agreed that Bevan Small ask for an 
appraisal from architect O’Reagan for linking the church and hall 
and include new toilets. See also “Buildings at St. Anne’s’”. 


The annual meeting of April 1985 reported that the balance of the 
Partridge Legacy was $1500. 


Rev. Simon Ballantyne had many attributes and one of these was 
his prowess with electronics. The meeting gave a special thanks 
to Simon for building a P.A. system for the church. 


The August 1982 vestry reported that the vicarage renovations 
went out to tender. 


Money raising schemes were always of interest to the vestry 
especially when a scheme was enjoyed by all involved. The 
“Woodpeckers” idea was very popular and involved partakers 
rolling up at an establishment called “Woodpeckers” in Parklands 
for a really good meal and quite reasonably priced. Some time 
after the event organisers were eligible for a monetary discount. It 
was also a great get together for the church members and our 
numbers were up to 70 or 80. In February 1992 St. Anne’s netted 
$550. Helga Newson always put a lot of work into organising the 
event. The Woodpeckers scheme served us well for two more 
years when unfortunately for St. Anne’s the management of 
Woodpeckers discontinued it. 


Another fund raiser was the “barrow”, so called because originally 
produce was brought into the vestibule in a wheel barrow in time 
for people arriving for the morning service. Later goods for sale 
were set out on a table. The scheme was commenced in Simon 
Ballantyne’s time with produce from the vicarage garden, later 
parishioners made cakes and jam and other goods. Iris Munyard 
did a tremendous job in organising the barrow for many years, all 
the funds raised being reserved for upkeep of the church buildings. 
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It was only in 2003 that contributions of goods dried up to the 
extent that the barrow ceased to be viable. 


The stained glass window 

What a glorious effect the new stained-glass window has on the 
little church. The question of what to fill the plain cross East 
Window occupied our minds for many years. Finally in March 
1994 we were looking at some beautiful designs for a window that 
was to be donated by Mr. Joblin, in memory of his wife. The final 
cost of the window, representing an ascending vision of earth, life 
and sky was $4353. A protective clear exterior sheeting was 
donated by a fund raising by parish members. Once again, our 
grateful thanks to Helga Newson for looking after this project. 


In 1994 the vestry consisted of Mesdames | Munyard, J. Tiso, 
J.Wise, Miss. V Schumacher, Messrs |. Buckley, M. Brown, G. 
Wise, J. Kitson and N. Shewan. 


Efforts at the development of Pastoral Care were progressing well 
this year. 


Vicars Stunt. This year the Vicar is to buried in a garden shed. 
This promoted the fair so well that takings were $5800. 


The 1995 year gave consideration to maintenance matters. The 
church tower and the Vicarage were painted. Consideration was 
given to the painting of the Church but any action was differed. 
Pastoral Care was still alive (barely). 


Deficit a concern. 

Valmai presented a budget for the ensuing year (up to January 
1997) which gave a dismal picture. Estimates were:- Income 
$53601 and Expenditure $59244, shortfall $5643. 


A report of a meeting between the vicar and Mrs. Newson with 
Opawa wardens and vicar John Sheaf was adamant that “St. 
Anne’s will not disappear’ The question of meeting the deficit 
occupied many meetings from this point. 


In July the first of many “Look who’s coming to Dinner’ was 
suggested by Iris Munyard as a fund raiser. Volunteers offered 
their homes for volunteer guests whose names were drawn out of 
a hat. Each paid $10. This fundraiser became an annual event 
and was something enjoyed by all. 


Survey Forms, to assess with targeting fundraising arranged to be 
sent out by personal contact. 
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In May 1997 the vestry approved an estimate of for the complete 
re roofing of the old hall, now 73 years old. The maintenance 
account was able to contribute $3000 with the difference of $2300 
to be raised from donations. That donations covering the balance 
was raised in very short time was testament to the faith of the 
Church Family of St. Anne’s enabling the roof to be finished before 
the winter. 


Notice boards The first of two freestanding noticeboards were 
erected this year. 


In September the deficit was $7193 but help was at hand. it was 
agreed to publicise this situation and explore other options such as 
building on envelope givers and Outreach; approach beyond 
church family of 205. The annual day of giving netted $2040. A 
visiting scheme was commenced in March 1998. 


Total Ministry came under serious consideration at vestry and part 
time clergy came under consideration at Vestry and Church. TM at 
other parishes was being investigated. TM was considered to be 
our only hope of survival. 


At the AGM for 1998 Neil Shewan was appointed Vicars Warden 
and Helga Newson People’s Warden. Vestry:- Iris Munyard, 
Sandra Parsons, Valmai Schumacher, Eoin Buckley, Ron Hickford 
and Jan Kitson. Reporting on Stewardship 98, some figures are 
interesting: 59 regularly worshipping families were approached 
resulting in 2 to be added to the envelope scheme. Visiting was 
organised for the 100 that are not regular worshipers. It was noted 
that in April, of these latter, 13 gave a total of $1585 and 13 added 
to envelope list! A very worth while result for considerable effort by 
visitors. 


In June The Vicarage was vacated by the Ballantynes who had 
purchased a house. 


Loan scheme. Some members arranged to loan moneys to the 
church on the basis of a free interest loan. $6000 offered 
extinguishing most of the deficit. 


The 1998 Fair organised by Murray Brown and Craig Shannahan 
netted $3335. 


With the Carey-Smiths moving in to the Vicarage some 
maintenance and the supply of a dishwasher was agreed to. It 
was noted that 1/6 of gst paid on Vicarage bills was recoverable. 
December meeting. Debit balance $5849 excluding loans of 
$7000. 
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The A G M held April 1999 commended Chris on an excellent 
magazine which was distributed personally to the Parish. 
Continuance of distributing magazines to Parish members was 
commended and urged by the meeting to extend outreach and 
explain the financial situation to members. The Alpha Course was 
reported to be commencing. 


The financial report for April 1999 reported receipt of a legacy of 
$2000 resulting in an overall credit balance of $1800. 


Jeremy White employed as Youth Worker to run Friday night youth 
programme and Thursday after school programme for younger 
people. Jeremy's wages funded by a City Council Grant. He is 
accompanied by wife, Michelle. 


The vicarage sunroom roof replacement and new fencing 
approved at cost of $2000. Rental for incoming tenants to be 
$220 per week. 


A “Healthy credit balance was reported by the treasurer, Valmai 
Schumacher at the 2000 AGM. This was, she reported due to a 
legacy of $2000 and a Diocesan subsidy on the Ministers salary. 
An increase in offertories in the ensuing year was necessary. 


Helga Newson was elected as Peoples Warden and Neil Shewan 
as Bishop’s Warden. The following were elected to vestry:- Ron 
Hickford, Iris Munyard, Valmai Schumacher, Margaret Draper, 
Pam McKeogh, Jan Kitson, Sandra Parsons, Jill Stevenson, 
Charmaine Gray. Synodsperson (3 yrs) Jean Shewan. 


In General Business, strong support was given for the alternative 
of full time ordained leader with shared ministry support as 
opposed to Total Ministry. A pastoral visiting sub committee was 
muted. Jill Stevenson expressed interest, suggesting a theme for 
another gifts discovery programme. 


Plans and specifications for building upgrade to be presented to 
Plans and Sites (Church Property Trustees) but there was disquiet 
regarding the Church applying to the Lotteries Board for a grant 
(gambling funds). 


The treasurers report for June stated that our funds stood at $7565 
which included bequests of $2000. 


Home Groups were well established by January 2001, two groups 
meeting on alternate Thursdays. A Youth Bible Study Group, a 
SMART programme (for school age children up to ten years) and a 
ZONE Youth Centre (Older children) is organised for young 
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people. Other groups which will be meeting are AAW, Prayer 
Group, Pastoral Care and Worship Committee. 


A Computer Club has been established to help younger people 
with computer skills. 


Fund Raising was broached with a get together of Vestry to hear 
Canon Graeme Brady in February. Much useful advice came out 
of this meeting and it was resolved to action this advice. 


The April 2001 AGM saw some new blood on the vestry in Jill 
Stevenson, Robyn Peterson and Paul Brown, both Jill and Robyn 
earned praise for organising services and Paul for his practical 
help. Two bequests, each of $2000 were received. 


Financial Statements for year ended 31 January 2001 show a 
balance of $19584 in general funds. 


In September Kate Carey-Smith joined St Anne’s as Priest 
Assistant. 


2001 Fair receipts were $3788, and thanksgiving $1470 


Cost of improvements to date $23123 less grants and donations 
$20110 thus from Church funds $3013. 


Rev.Warren Hodge, Sheleagh Staniland and Pam Barrett visited 
St. Annes and gave a report. Some of the comments. “Desperately 
poor’. Survival depends on financial support. “Lack of awareness 
of younger members of financial needs.” What is needed 
“Stewardship teaching” Suggestions “Target new housing. Keeping 
the parish informed of finances” 


2002 was a busy year for all so that to wind up with an event that 
many could partake in and have a good time was tantamount. 
This year the concluding fundraising became a fun_raising effort. 
The Christmas Carnival provided entertainment in the church, 
sales tables, raffles, refreshments and a donkey ride for the kids. 
There was also an emphasis on craft work, demonstrated by Jill. 
A lot of hard work for some, especially Robyn Peterson who saw 
that everything went smoothly. 2002 was a good fund raising year 
with Christmas Carnival ($3000) Garage, Sale ($1300) and other 
fund raising efforts. 


Kitchen Lining. A decision in August 2002 to line the walls became 
a combined effort for the men of the Parish, not to mention Jill 
Stevenson and Robyn Peterson who undertook the painting. 
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Memories 
(Contribution from the Shewan Family ) 


First impressions: The first Sunday that Heather (7), Glen (5) and | 
attended St. Anne’s was two weeks before Christmas, and | was 
thrilled to find so many friendly people of our age involved in the 
service. We were welcomed with open arms. The children were 
encouraged to join in the Sunday School Party and | was 
introduced to many people. What a wonderful welcome. 


Highlights: During the years following 1984, we enjoyed many 
special occasions both social and spiritual, especially mid winter 
Christmas dinners, where we brought along microwaves, hot pots 
&c. to provide a three course meal for all, followed by quizzes, 
skits and songs. Who would forget Stuart Edward's fish soup, the 
decorations and fancy hats, St. Anne’s week each year which 
usually included a children’s party, a Parish concert, a day of 
prayer and a men’s fellowship tea? =| _ well remember, too, a 
wonderful Confirmation Service when our young people joined with 
others in the Diocese to declare their commitment to God and his 
church. 


The late 1980s a Bible study group started by Neil Shewan and 
Bette Shannahan met fortnightly at the Shannahan’s home. The 
lessons learnt and friendships made have been a great blessing to 
us all and great support during Bette’s illness. 


Fairs and working bees, one in particular, when six or seven 
parishioners removed, sanded and polyurethaned all the pews in 
readiness for a professional to treat the floor in the same way are 
not forgotten. (Bette was a tower of strength. JK) 


Sad Times. In early 1993, Bette, who was one of our very active 
parishioners was diagnosed with breast cancer. She and her 
husband, Craig and sons Timothy and Christopher were regular 
contributors to worship at St. Anne’s. Bette, a woman of strong 
beliefs and a good friend to many, had taught Sunday School, and 
helped with Youth Group as well as sung in the choir. Her death in 
4993, in her mid forties was a sad time but her funeral was a 
celebration of a short and wonderful life. The 200 or so who filled 
the church were reminded of her many talents as a musician, 
embroiderer, teacher, homemaker, wife and mother. The music 
stand purchased by choir members as a memorial to Bette is only 
one of the ways by which she is remembered. 


32 


More Memories 
(Graeme Wise) 


Jenny and Graeme Wise were with St Anne’s from 1990 until they 
left to live in Perth in December 1997. They were both Vestry 
members, Graeme serving as vicar’s warden for part of this time. 


Parish Camps: “Jenny and | organised Parish camps in the late 
80s. at Mt. Somers. Mountain streams, bush walks, swing bridges 
were enjoyed by all. Bunkhouse accommodation did'nt suit 
everyone but great lasting friendships were formed. 


Our annual -Stir up Sunday service became a looked-forward-to 
event as the congregation, including the Sunday School children 
participated in mixing the ingredients of a big Christmas cake 
under the directions of both Jenny and |, to the accompanied by an 
imaginative commentary by Simon. We took the cake home , 
baked and iced it in readiness for the midnight service on 
Christmas eve”. (abridged) 


Audrey Allen, past neighbour of Edna McCallum was told by her 
that when Simon was up the tower on a stunt, Edna made the first 
telephone call to him from her hospital bed. Both were thrilled. 


Ron Hickford recalls the first Men’s Fellowship group in the 1960s. 
The group rose due to Colin Tonks worrying about an imbalance 
when young men of the parish were invited to the strong Young 
Wives “bun fights”. As a result, the first Men’s Fellowship 
committee comprising Bernie Wanty, Alan Tozer, Noel Kingstone 
and Ron met, with Colin in control. The 41 membership held 
monthly dinner and speaker meetings. Young men of the local 
Presbyterian Church joined the group and enjoyed the evenings. 
The meals were great, soup and all, with the Young Wives to 
prepare it. As well as evenings, great picnics were organised. 
“Orton Bradley Park tested our cricket skills. Journey's End (the 
blackberries are still there) and Hororata (we had great fun in the 
river) and we organised the Winter Snow Ball. The new hall was 
transformed into a Winter Wonderland with tons of polystyrene 
snow, a surprising amount of liquor and about a hundred couples 
to dance the night away. At one spot Ron Tiso emerged from a 
giant snowball. Simon was MC extraordinary’. 


“The little Church at the corner’ became a haven for worship and 
friendship for Edyth Coursey as a young post war mother. May this 
feeling of faith, hope and caring continue in the years ahead. 
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Note lines A and B meet at Mt. Vernon Tr 


Ministry of anew colony by Jean Shewan 


They came from England, Scotland, Wales 
To make a new life in this valley 
Faithful Christian men and women, 

All come to start a colony. 


Aman of God, Willock by name, 
On Sundays strode over the hill, 
To meet them in a small sod hut 
And with them share God's will. 


The old familiar words and hymns 
Reminders of things left behind, 
But the Word of God was fresh and new 
And His blessings they could find. 


The Ministry continued in many ways 
As people looked after the land, 
And many believed and worked for God 
Following His guiding Hand 


Since those days of the eighteen fifties 
God’s word has always been told, 
And God's caring people have sustained 
All those who are needy and cold. 


So let us now, who hold in trust, 
The work of God in this place, 
Rejoice in all that has gone before 
And continue to seek Gad’s face. 
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A Record of Donations and in Memorial Bequests 


The original Stone Font. 
Prayer Desk and Chair. 
Prayer Desk and Chair. 


Sanctury Chair 

Brass Prayer book stand 
Prayer Book 1928 
Brass Candlesticks 

The Altar Cross 

The Lecturn 

The Pulpit 

The Processional Cross 
The Flower Stands 


The Outside Standard Lamp 


The Portable Font 

The Eucharist Vestments 
The Lipp Piano 

The Chalice and Paten 


Picture “Crusader Church” 
The Wine and Water Cruets 


“The Holy Family” 
Landscape Painting 

The Foyer Table 

Holy Communion Set 
The Pottery Vase 
Vicarage improvements 
The Lectern Bible 

Fire Safety Equipment 
Free Standing Cupboard 
Carpet in Sanctuary 
Sidesman’s Table 
Overhead Projector 
N.Z. Prayer Books 
Donations to Gen.Funds 
Donations to cost of 
Vicarage extensions 
Organ Fund 

Partridge Estate 


Altar N Z Prayer Book 
Sound System 

The Altar Donation 
Music Stand 

Stained Glass Window 
Communion Rail 
Piano in the Church 
Tea Pots 

Microphones 
Donations of labour 
and/or costs towards hall 


and kitchen improvements 


Donated by Mothers Union of St. Marks Church 1948 

In memory of Mrs. Francis M Newson 

In memory of David and Alice Douglas,Richard 

and Martha Mercer 

A gift of the Holmes Family of Opawa 

Gift from Foundation members of St.Martins Sunday School 
Donated by family of the late Rev. Keith Dentith. 1960 
Donated by the Batchelor Family in memory of Ronys 1946 
Donated in Memory of William Wright by his Family 1945 

A gift from the Daughters of Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Wood 

A gift from Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Wood 

In memory of Mrs. Olive Williams gifted by her siblings 1951 

A Gift from Mr. George Worthington 

In Memory of Mr. George Walker 

In Memory of Mrs. Mavis Walker donated by her husband 

Donated by Mr. John Fowler on occasion of his marriage 

Donated by Mrs. Helga Newson and son Gerald in memory of Keith 
In memory of Jonathon Newson donated by his daughter Joan 
Donated by Miss Joan Newson as seen in Old Jerusalem 

In memory of Bill Coursey donated by his wife Edyth and family 
Leonardo Print donated by Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Thompson 
Donated by Mr. & Mrs. Eric Dash for 50 years of Worship 

In Memory of Mr. Harry Hill donated by his wife Joyce 

A Memorial to Mr. Frederick Samuel Partridge 

A donation from Arthur and Eunice Jonas, Miriam and Helen 

A donation towards the cost, by Mrs. Enid Weaver, Parklands Drive. 
Donation from Doreen and Tony Connelly 

A donation from Janette and John Busch 

Built and donated by AIf. Rinaldi for use of AAW 

Donated by Colleen and John Sharp 

In memory of Barbara Weakley 

Donations towards cost. Lynn and Len Kelcher, William &Lottie Close 
In memory of William and Lottie Close, parishioners since 1928 
Mr. F. Partridge,Estates.Mesdames Lavery,Lucy Glover, Joan Buckley, 
Enid Weaver, Mabel Batchelar — Hayes, Ethel Patten, Owen Dennis. 
Mrs. Nancy.Kingston, Mr. H.G. Clutterbuck, 


Bequest from Estate Mr. C.H. Saunders. 

The sum of $40,927. Repayment loans Church and Hall, Electric Heating, 
Church painting, Carpets, Memorial communion set, Vestibule costs. 
Donated by the Afternoon Study Group. In memory of Mr, Eric Dash 
Significant contribution by Eileen and Max Struthers. 

by Mr. I Thompson in memory of his grandmother Anne Bachelor 

In memory of Bette Shannahan. Donated by the Singing group. 
Donation of $4000 by Jim Joblin in memory of his wife Rhoda 
Donation from Arthur and Doris Collie. 

Gift from Mavis Liddiard. 

Two large Aluminium Tea Pots donated by Margaret and Keith Shaw. 
Bequest from Estate of Mabel Batchelar - Hayes 

Neil Shewan, Murray Brown, Paul Brown, Jan Kitson, Cliff Salisbury, 
Jill Stevenson, Robyn Peterson, Chris Carey-Smith, Barry Mckeogh, 
Eoin Buckley. Total value of donations $4000. 
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Chronology 1853 - 2003 


Date 

1850 

1850 

1853 

1865 
18/9/1875 
4921 

1922 

April 1924 
47/05/1925 
1926 

1947 
8/08/1948 
1949 

1949 

1949 

1952 

1954 

1956 

Sept. 1956 
1958 
31/05/1959 
June 1959 
1963 

1963 

April 1963 
30/10/1963 
1966 

1970 
25/03/1979 
1979 

1982 

1982 

1982 

1998 

Dec 1998 
Oct 1999 
2000 

April 2001 
June 2002 
April 2003 
July 2003 


Description 

Rev.William Wellington Willock arrived in the Randolph and settled in St Martins Valley 
Rev. E Puckle who also arrived in the Randolph started ministry in Heathcote Fox 4 
First worship held by Rev Willock in sod house 52 Albert Tce. Ogilvie p123 


Opawa’s first church built. The Provincial government meets half the cost Fox p& 
Opawa separates from Heathcote District (The Mother Church) Fox p10 
First Sunday School in Turnbulls Garage in Centaurus Rd. Dash p12 


Church site purchased. Dash p4 
First Hall built. Used for services and all other activities. 

Start of shared ministry with Opawa. First service in hall. Dash p4 
Brick wall built around property Dash p4 


Plans for church to be erected on site after move from Papanui. Dash p5 

First service held in church Rev. James Hay officiated. Dash 5 

St. Mark's wooden church completely destroyed by fire. New church planned Fox p26 
Rev B.O.Plumb commenced ministry at St Marks = Fox p25 

St Anne's hall extended (present meeting rooms) Dash p6 

Mr. H Coursey was elected St Anne's Churchwarden Dash p6 

“Fetes” held to raise money 385 pounds raised (equiv to $3000 today) Dash p& 
Vicarage purchased as residence for asst. curate and additional land for hall Fox p39 
Combined Funds Canvas by Opawa/StMartins. Pledges of 7000 pounds a year for 3 yr 
New Hall for St Anne's planned. Erection commenced July 

Foundation stone of new church laid Dash p6 

Original church at St Annes moved to new site at South Brighton 

Parochial District of St Martins came into being Dash p7 

Rev. Michael Cox starts as St. Anne's first vicar 

Building sub committee elécted. Mr Downs, Mr. Coursey, Rev. Cocks, Mrs. Newson 
St Annes First Vestry elected Church picnics instituted. 

Burge organ purchased for 990 pounds Dash p7 

Rev Colin Tonks appointed vicar 

Consecration of St Annes Church 

Rev Fred Glover's ministry 

Entrance Lobby with toilet facilities built (Partridge Estate) 

Extensions to the vicarage. 

Rev Simon Ballantyne’s ministry commenced 

Rev Chris Carey-Smith commenced ministry 

Rev Chris Carey-Smith ordained a deacon 

Rev Chris Carey-Smith ordained priest, Kate Carey-Smith ordained a deacon 

Rev Kate Carey-Smith ordained a priest 

Hall alterations, passageway between halls constructed by Contract Construction Ltd 
New kitchen installed by Contract Construction Ltd 

Kitchen re-lined and painted. New kitchen main fuse board installed 

Hall floor polished. 150-Year Celebrations. Entertainment and dinner. Special Sunday 
Service 
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150 Year Celebrations and Book Information 


This book is published by the 
150 years Celebration Committee 
of the 
Anglican Church of St. Anne’s, St. Martins 


7 Wilsons Rd. Christchurch ' New Zealand. 
July 16, 2003 
Compiler: Jan Kitson 


Committee Members: Jan Kitson (convenor) 
Judith Dennis 
Helen Kitson 
Janis Tiso 
Chris. and Kate Carey-Smith 
Helga Newson 
Sylvia Edwards 
Iris Munyard 
Russell Lear 
Shona Roberts 


150 Year Celebrations held on July 26-27, 2003 at 
St. Anne’s Church: 


Saturday Walk to Historic Site. 
Afternoon Entertainment. 
Celebratory Dinner 


Sunday Special Church Service. 
9.30 am 


Celebrating 150 years of Ministry in St. Martins Community. 


